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A Preliminary Study on the Value and Practice of

Buddhism's "Compassion and Wisdom"'

Chin-Chih Chu
Professor, College of Justice Administration, Central Police University, Taiwan

Abstract

Compassion and wisdom are the fundamental values pursued by Buddhism, as
well as important practice items for spiritual environmental protection. This article
first explores the value connotation of Buddhism's integration of compassion and
wisdom, including that compassion has not only ethical meaning, but also wisdom
meaning; secondly, it discusses why integration of compassion and wisdom is
necessary, because it has the characteristics of the middle way and the values of both
compassion and wisdom can be demonstrated well only when they are well integrated.
Finally, we will discuss the practical methods of integrating compassion and wisdom,
including s’teeing compassion and wisdom as mutual means and ends. Moreover,
Buddhism emphasizes the integration of compassion and wisdom, that is, the
thorough combination of altruism and self-interest, in order to realize the supreme
ideal of both compassion and wisdom, and achieve the goal of environmental

protection of the human mind.
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