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Reflections on War in Buddhist Ethics: Taking “Protecting

the Spiritual Environment” as a Clue

Abstract

In a general sense, most people might think that Buddhism is opposed to war on
the premise of advocating compassion and non-violence. There are many narratives
and theories supporting this view in Buddhist texts. However, we can also find in
several Buddhist texts that Buddhism is not entirely opposed to war, but also on the
grounds of compassion and non-violence. This is not paradoxical, but there are further
reasons. This article takes “Protecting the Spiritual Environment” as a clue to analyze
the root cause of “war” from the view of “spiritual poverty,” and further reflect on the
different perspectives of Buddhist Ethics between non-violence and adherence to

justice.
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